When studying language arts, children develop the skills

they need to read, write, listen, and effectively communicate.

These skills are not just crucial for understanding language,
they also support learning across every other content area.
Whether practicing foundational grammar skills, exploring
the structures of text across contexts, or writing within
multiple genres, the research is clear: engaging in language
arts learning sets the stage for effective learning in every
subject throughout every school year and beyond.

https://www.WalkerBookstore.com/SummerReading
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Spectrum® Language Arts leverages
4 key research domains that are
proven to help children acquire and
retain knowledge:

e Reading/Writing Reciprocity

o Cross-Curricular Connections



4 Key Research Domains
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e Reading/Writing
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Writer’'s Guide: Writing a Frier

Writing a letter can be fun. It is exciting to open 1
see a letter waiting. Writing letters can also be a gooc
fouch with people who live far away.

Here are some things to keep in mind when you write

* Write the date in the top right corner. Rememk
name of the month with a capital letter. Use a cc
the day and the year.

* Begin your letter with o greeting. Follow it with
name and a comma. Most letters begin with the

* Share some news in your letter. What is new in y
you done anything fun? Have you been someplac

* Ask questions. If is polite to ask how others are dc

* End your letter with o closing. Some popular clo
Sincerely, Yours truly, Love, and Your friend. Use
letter to begin your closing. Use a comma after it,

* Sign your name below the closina y

Reciprocity
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o Cross-Curricular Connections
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Research has demonstrated™*

There are multiple interconnected
processes involved in learning to
read and write. Learners first build
an understanding of the sounds of
language, awareness of text on the
page, and phonics. Later, they develop
greater reading comprehension—key
to learning from text across all the
subjects. Studying grammar and

the structures of text while reading
and writing supports development
of these interconnected skills.

Writing is a fundamental component
of language arts learning. Research
demonstrates that effective writing
instruction includes direct instruction
in and practice with grammar, syntax,
and specific strategies for writing
across context. Learners also benefit
from frequent opportunities to write
with purpose about interesting
topics, as well as evaluate their own
writing and the writing of others.

Reading/writing reciprocity describes
the benefits that each process provides
the other. That is, the act of reading
helps develop writing skills, and the
act of writing improves reading skills.
Rather than thinking of each process
as distinct from each other, effective
reading and writing instruction allows
both to be practiced together.

Sometimes called “reading and

writing across the curriculum,” cross-
curricular instruction supports students
as they build connections between

the concepts, skills, and relationships
that connect all the subject areas. For
example, studying a science passage
during writing practice supports
learning in both science and literacy.
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Spectrum Language Arts offers

Learners in the earlier grades practice
skKills across the spectrum of phonological
awareness, including identifying onset
sounds, consonant/vowel blends, rhyming,
and digraphs. Throughout the grades,
learners are offered extensive instruction
and practice with grammar and
conventions of written text as they read.

Across every grade, learners are provided
with clear, developmentally appropriate,
and comprehensive instruction in
effective writing, using examples of high-
quality text as well as worked examples
of writing evaluations and revisions.
Numerous exercises provide chances for
learners to apply new skills, revise their
work, and evaluate the writing of others.

Exercises in each grade level help
learners make meaningful connections
between reading and writing. In
addition to offering opportunities to
practice reading exemplary sample
text, learners are encouraged to
evaluate, correct, and rewrite example
texts. In addition, learners are given
support as they read and create their
own original texts based on was
learned and read; all of these exercises
support reading/writing reciprocity.

Important concepts and relationships from
a variety of subject areas are presented
to learners as they practice and apply
their language arts skills. Learners are
introduced to pronouns while reading
about historical figures, for example, or
practice identifying sentence types while
reading about scientific phenomena.
This promotes learning across subject
areas, as well as helps learners
understand how their literacy learning
can be applied to any content area.
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